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President’s Message by Alan Straus

It is a busy season for ACEC/MD and I would be 
remiss if I didn’t take another opportunity to 
thank all of the committee chairs and active par-
ticipants.  I have said many times, but it bears re-
repeating: our success as an organization is due 
to the fantastic and committed work of our com-
mittees. Before I dive into the updates on ACEC/
MD activities, I want to take this opportunity to 
congratulate Greg Slater for being confirmed as 
the new Maryland Department of Transportation 

Secretary. We also wish Tim Smith congratulations for being named Acting Ad-
ministrator of the MDOT-State Highway Administration.

The Maryland General Assembly is in session, and the Legislative Committee is 
busy with its review of many pieces of legislation.  The committee divides the bills 
into subject areas and teams of individuals review each bill to determine its rel-
evance to our industry and to achieving ACEC/MD’s goals.  The full committee 
meets weekly to review recommendations.  Along with the review of the bills, the 
committee and others are working diligently in support of forwarding our annual 
legislative agenda. Our top legislative priority is passing legislation to achieve re-
lief from unfair and uninsurable duties to indemnify and defend our clients against 
claims for which we are not the proximate cause. ACEC/MD representatives have 
been meeting with legislators individually and at our Annual Legislative Action 
Day on January 30th.  We organized a visitation schedule to meet with dozens of 
legislators and their aides.  Our CEPAC Committee has been integral in this effort, 
helping us gain access to influential legislators. We are hoping these touch points 
with many legislators, along with our targeted outreach, will lead to passage of 
Senate Bill 368 and its companion House Bill 681.  We’ve also testified in both the 
Senate and House committees in support of these bills.

Our Legislative Committee also led a session at this year’s MDQI conference on 
January 23rd.  We summarized the legislative process in Maryland and how ACEC/
MD works to forward important industry and business goals.  
Several of our committees continue their outreach and coor-
dination with our clients, including meetings and presenta-
tions with various county representatives.

contact:
Jim Otradovec
Executive Director
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF
ENGINEERING COMPANIES/
MARYLAND
8254 Bayside Drive
Pasadena, MD  21122
Tel.  410-539-1592
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President’s Message (CONTINUED)

Our partnership with ACEC/Metropolitan Washington (ACEC/MW) continues to ex-
pand.  We have identified several members of our Utility Committee to partner with 
ACEC/MW as we coordinate with several shared clients, such as WSSC and DC Water.  
In addition, ACEC/MW has started a new committee to partner with Montgomery and 
Prince George’s Counties, and has appointed three members from our County Liai-
son Committee to join them.  I am encouraged by this coordination because it sends 
a positive message to our clients that both ACEC chapters are partnering in these 
outreach efforts. In early April, a Mid-Atlantic ACEC session will be held in Richmond, 
Virginia to share experiences and updates on chapter activities, allowing us to partici-
pate in a partnering session with multiple ACEC chapters.

The Annual Awards Banquet and General Membership meeting was held on Febru-
ary 27th at the Engineers Club.  Once again, we received an amazing collection of 
outstanding nominations for our annual awards.  In addition to the project submis-
sions, the judges once again received many inspiring nominations for the Community 
Service, Young Professional, and scholarship awards.  Thank you to all member firms 
for submitting candidates for the various categories and individual awards.  This is 
a great way to showcase the important work we perform, and to acknowledge the 
professionals and the value and excellence we provide to our clients and our industry.

Speaking of the Engineering Club, by now you have heard about several new pro-
grams and forms of outreach the club is engaging in to improve its service, member-
ship, and profitability.  This valued and historic resource needs our help.  Whether your 
firm takes advantage of the new Corporate Membership Program, or you decide to 
join and take advantage of the club as an individual, everything we do makes a dif-
ference.  If you need more information on the new programs or membership, contact 
the club (esb.org) or the ACEC/MD office at (410) 539-1592. Let’s band together and 
support the Engineers Club.

The MDOT Liaison Committee continues its outreach and coordination with the vari-
ous MDOT business units.  We continue to meet with them quarterly, expanding the 
membership and activities of the working groups aimed at tackling specific issues 
and meeting with many departments to work through our concerns and suggestions. 
As an example, we are meeting with the SHA Procurement team in early March to 
discuss some recent questions our member firms have raised around procurement 
schedules and debriefings. 

If you haven’t yet checked out the new and improved ACEC/MD website, please visit 
us at acecmd.org.  Our Public Relations Committee and its web developer have added 
content and improved the layout and functionality of the website.  Our Public Rela-
tions Committee is also active on social media.  Visit and like our Facebook and Linke-
dIn pages, and check back frequently to read and share the posts. 

As we continue to work through our robust agenda, I continue to be encouraged at 
the great work we are doing and our role in helping our clients, elected officials, and 
industry partners achieve success this year.

~~~~~~
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The 27th annual MdQI Conference was another huge success.  Celebrating the prin-
ciples of partnering in transportation-related projects in Maryland, ACEC/MD member 
firms once again took top honors in this year’s MdQI awards.

Award winning projects recognized included (ACEC/MD member firms in red):

Planning Award 
Project: 	 Strategic Vision Planning 
Agency: 	 Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland Aviation Administration
	  		  (MDOT MAA) 
Scope: 		  Visionary infrastructure development of BWI Marshall Airport and Martin State
 			   Airport 
Location: 	 BWI Marshall Airport and Martin State Airport 
Cost:		  $6 million County/City: Baltimore and Anne Arundel Counties 
Firms: 		  AECOM - Hunt Valley, MD 
		  Landrum & Brown - Herndon, VA

MBE/WBE Award Construction 
Project: 	 BWI Concourse B Apron Pavement Reconstruction 
Agency: 	 MDOT MAA Scope: Reconstruction of concrete pavement apron surrounding
 			   ten aircraft gates 
Location: 	 BWI Thurgood Marshall Airport, Concourse B 
Cost: 		  $8.6 million 
County/City: 	 Anne Arundel County 
Firm: 		  Machado Construction - Baltimore, MD

MBE/WBE Award Engineering 
Project: 	 US 50 at Sixty Foot Road Geometric Improvements 
Agency: 	 Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration (MDOT
 			   SHA)
Scope: 		  Intersection upgrades to ensure traffic safety 
Location: 	 US 50 / Sixty Foot Road intersection 
Cost: 		  $600,000 
County/City: 	 Wicomico County 
Firm: 		  Mercado Consultants - Columbia, MD

Green/Sustainability/Environmental 
Project 		 MARC Camden Station 
Agency: 	 Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland Transit Administration
 			   (MDOT MTA)
Scope: 		  Construction of a terminal station for the Camden Line 
Location: 	 Camden Yards (Conway Street) in Baltimore 
Cost: 		  $7.2 million 
County/City: 	 Baltimore City 
Firms: 		  AECOM - Hunt Valley, MD 
		  Barton Malow Company - Baltimore, MD

Annual MdQI Conference Delivers for
Transportation Industry
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Innovation 
Project: 	 I-895 over Patapsco River Flats Superstructure Replacement 
Agency: 	 Maryland Transportation Authority (MDTA) 
Scope: 		  Superstructure replacement of bridge on I-895 over Patapsco River Flats 
Location: 	 Baltimore Harbor Tunnel Facility, east of Baltimore, MD 
Cost: 		  $52.8 million 
County/City: 	 Baltimore City 
Firm: 		  RK&K - Baltimore, MD

Partnering – Project Under $5 Million 
Project: 	 MD 224 Bridge over Branch of Potomac River 
Agency: 	 MDOT SHA 
Scope: 		  Small structure replacement 
Location: 	 MD 224 over branch of Potomac River 
Cost: 		  $1.1 million 
County/City: 	 Calvert County 
Firm: 		  Anchor Construction - Washington, DC

Partnering – Project $5 Million to $10 Million 
Project: 	 BWI Concourse B Apron Pavement Reconstruction 
Agency: 	 MDOT MAA Scope: Reconstruction of concrete pavement apron 
			   surrounding ten aircraft gates 
Location: 	 BWI Thurgood Marshall Airport, Concourse B 
Cost: 		  $8.6 million 
County/City: 	 Anne Arundel County 
Firms: 		  P. Flanigan & Sons - Baltimore, MD 
		  Parsons Transportation - Glen Burnie, MD 
		  Airport Design Consultants - Linthicum Heights, MD 
		  Michael Baker International - Linthicum, MD

Partnering – Project Over $10 Million 
Project: 	 MD 261 Bridge over Fishing Creek 
Agency: 	 MDOT SHA 
Scope: 		  Bridge replacement 
Location: 	 MD 261 bridge connecting the towns of North Beach and Chesapeake
 			   Beach 
Cost: 		  $21 million 
County/City: 	 Calvert County 
Firms: 		  Wagman Inc. - York, PA 
		  Town of Chesapeake Beach

Modal Awards – Projects Under $5 Million 
County Engineers Association of Maryland (CEAM) 
Project: 	 Development of a Pipe Culvert Asset Management Program 
Agency: 	 CEAM / Montgomery County 
Project: 	 Development and implementation of a county-wide pipe culvert asset
 			   management program 
Location: 	 Montgomery County 
Cost: 		  $350,000.00 
County/City: 	 Montgomery County 
Firms: 		  Mercado Consultants - Columbia, MD

MdQI Awards  (CONTINUED)
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MdQI Awards  (CONTINUED)

Modal Awards – Projects Under $5 Million (continued)
MDOT MAA 
Project: 	 Noise and Operations Monitoring System Replacement 
Agency: 	 MDOT MAA (Maryland Aviation Administration) 
Project: 	 Implementation, construction and deployment of a new Noise and 
			   Operations Monitoring System (NOMS) 
Location: 	 BWI Marshall Airport 
Cost: 		  $900,000 
County/City: 	 Various locations in Anne Arundel and Howard Counties 
Firms: 		  Parsons Transportation Group, Inc. - Baltimore, MD 
		  EMS Brüel & Kjær - Sacramento, CA

MDOT MTA 
Project: 	 Retaining Wall South of Light Rail Cold Spring Station 
Agency: 	 MDOT MTA 
Project: 	 Stabilization of slope of Jones Falls riverbank adjacent to Light Rail track 
Location: 	 Light Rail track bed south of the Cold Spring Lane Station in Baltimore City 
Cost: 		  $1,85,000.00 
County/City: 	 Baltimore City 
Firms: 		  Whitney Bailey Cox & Magnani, LLC - Baltimore, MD 
		  Amtrac Railroad Contractors of Maryland - Hagerstown, MD

MDOT SHA 
Project: 	 Retaining Wall on US 1 (Conowingo Road) 
Agency: 	 MDOT SHA 
Scope: 		  Slope stabilization 
Location: 	 Along US 1 south of the Conowingo Hydroelectric Generating Station in 
			   Darlington 
Cost: 		  $1.7 million 
County/City: 	 Harford County 
Firms: 		  Whitman, Requardt and Associates, LLP - Baltimore, MD 
		  Mercado Consultants, Inc. - Columbia, MD 
		  JJID, Inc. - Bear, DE

Modal Awards – Project Over $5 Million 
Baltimore City Department of Transportation (BCDOT) 
Project: 	 Midtown Streetscape/Traffic Improvements 
Agency: 	 BCDOT Project: Enhancement of midtown area by improvement of pedestrian
 			   and bicycle use, traffic operations and aesthetics 
Location: 	 Baltimore City – Midtown Cultural District 
Cost: 		  $7.7 million 
County/City: 	 Baltimore City 
Firms: 		  Whitman, Requardt and Associates, LLP - Baltimore, MD 
		  P. Flanigan & Sons, Inc. - Baltimore, MD

CEAM 
Project: 	 Queen Anne’s County Circuit Courthouse 
Agency: 	 Queen Anne’s County 
Project: 	 Design and construction of the new Circuit Courthouse building 
Location: 	 Centreville, MD in Queen Anne’s County 
Cost: 		  $25.5 million 
County/City: 	 Queen Anne’s County 
Firms: 		  Beyer Blinder Belle Architects & Planners - Washington, DC 
		  The Mullan Contracting Company - Owings Mills, MD
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MdQI Awards  (CONTINUED)

Modal Awards – Project Over $5 Million (continued)
MDOT MAA 
Project: 	 BWI Concourse B Apron Pavement Reconstruction 
Agency: 	 MDOT MAA Scope: Reconstruction of concrete pavement apron 
			   surrounding ten aircraft gates 
Location: 	 BWI Thurgood Marshall Airport, Concourse B 
Cost: 		  $8.6 million 
County/City: 	 Anne Arundel County 
Firms: 		  P. Flanigan & Sons - Baltimore, MD 
		  Parsons Transportation - Glen Burnie, MD 
		  Airport Design Consultants - Linthicum Heights, MD 
		  Michael Baker International - Linthicum, MD

MDTA 
Project: 	 I-895 over Patapsco River Flats Superstructure Replacement 
Agency: 	 MDTA (Maryland Transportation Authority) 
Project: 	 Superstructure replacement of bridge on I-895 over Patapsco River
 			   Flats 
Location: 	 Baltimore Harbor Tunnel Facility, east of Baltimore, MD 
Cost: 		  $52.8 million 
County/City: 	 Baltimore City 
Firms: 		  RK&K - Baltimore, MD 
		  McLean Contracting Company - Glen Burnie, MD

MDOT MTA 
Project: 	 MARC Camden Station 
Agency: 	 MDOT MTA 
Project: 	 Construction of a terminal station for the Camden Line 
Location: 	 Camden Yards (Conway Street) in Baltimore 
Cost: 		  $7.2 million 
County/City: 	 Baltimore 
Firms: 		  AECOM - Hunt Valley, MD 
		  Barton Malow Company - Baltimore, MD

MDOT SHA 
Project: 	 MD 32 Design-Build 
Agency: 	 MDOT SHA 
Scope: 		  Roadway Widening/Reconstruction 
Location: 	 From MD 108 to north of Linden Church Road 
Cost: 		  $33.4 million 
County/City: 	 Montgomery County 
Firms: 		  Whitman, Requardt and Associates, LLP - Baltimore, MD 
		  JMT - Hunt Valley, MD 
		  Concrete General - Gaithersburg, MD 
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Constituents Wanted!

MdQI Awards (CONTINUED)

MdQI Project of the Year - Under $5 Million 
Project: 	 Retaining Wall on US 1 (Conowingo Road) 
Agency: 	 MDOT SHA (State Highway Administration) 
Scope: 		  Slope stabilization 
Location: 	 Darlington, Maryland south of the Conowingo Hydro Station 
Cost: 		  $1.7 million 
Firms: 		  Whitman, Requardt and Associates, LLP - Baltimore, MD 
		  Mercado Consultants, Inc. - Columbia, MD 
		  JJID, Inc. - Bear, DE 

MdQI Project of the Year - Over $5 Million 
Project: 	 I-895 over Patapsco River Flats Superstructure Replacement 
Agency: 	 MDTA 
Project: 	 Superstructure replacement of bridge on I-895 over Patapsco River Flats 
Location: 	 Baltimore Harbor Tunnel Facility, east of Baltimore, MD 
Cost: 		  $52.8 million 
County/City: 	 Baltimore City 
Firms: 		  RK&K - Baltimore, MD 
		  McLean Contracting Company - Glen Burnie, MD

~~~~~~

As a reminder, ACEC/MD is once again scheduling visitations with your members of 
Congress, being held this year on Wednesday, April 29th, in conjunction with ACEC’s 
Annual Convention and Legislative Summit. We need you - their constituent - to help 
carry the profession’s message to Maryland’s Congressional Delegation.
With important issues at the forefront, such as:

Sustainable Infrastructure Funding
Regulatory Reform

We need your help to deliver the message for the industry.

You can also take advantage of ACEC’s Annual Convention, also being held in Washing-
ton, DC, April 26-29, Maryland firm representatives once again have the unique oppor-
tunity to participate in both events in their own backyard. The conference will feature a 
Congressional Issues Briefing for conference registrants on Tuesday morning, April 28th.

The appointments are scheduled for you. DC is an easy car or train ride away, and posi-
tion papers will be available on ACEC’s website. All you have to do is show up and make 
your Congressional representatives aware of the issues that are important to your firm. 
While we encourage you to register for the convention, there is no cost to join your col-
leagues for the Congressional visits.

To be included in this important event, please forward your name, firm, and residential 
and firm congressional district to the ACEC/MD office by April 15th!  

~~~~~~
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Thanks to its Sponsors

With a record 190 ACEC/MD representatives and guests in attendance at the beauti¬ful 
harborside setting of Baltimore’s Museum of Industry, this year’s Holiday Party was an-
other great success. With new historical exhibits added every year, this facility once 
again provided the perfect venue for spreading holiday cheer. 

We would like to thank the following sponsors for once again making this evening a 
great success:

	 Elite Sponsors:		  CBIZ / AXA XL
Stambaugh Ness

	 Diamond Sponsors:		       AECOM
Ames & Gough

Clearview Group
EBA Engineering

Froehling & Robertson
Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson

KCI Technologies
McCormick Taylor

Michael Baker International
Parsons

RK&K
Sheladia Associates

Stantec
Wallace Montgomery

Whitman, Requardt & Associates
Whitney, Bailey, Cox & Magnani

WSP

	 Patron Sponsors:	             Alvi Associates
Constellation Design Group

EBL Engineers
ESD Associates

Kim Engineering
Pennoni

Phoenix Engineering
Rowles & Company, LLP, Certified Public Accountants (Affiliate)

Schnabel Engineering
Specialized Engineering

~~~~~~

ACEC/MD’s Holiday Party Kicks Off 
Seasonal Celebration
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Annual Afternoon at the Club

Monday, May 4, 2020
Rain or Shine!

Greystone Golf Course
2115 White Hall Road, White Hall, MD

Proceeds to benefit the ACEC/MD Scholarship Program

Here’s your once a year opportunity to relax with your associates, clients, friends 
and competitors for an afternoon and evening of sports, cool refreshments and 
delicious food. Be sure to contact legislative and regulatory officials NOW and 

invite them as your special guest.

Watch for complete details and registration forms.

~~~~~~

Go to www.acecmd.org to register

~~~~~~
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As part of ACEC/MD’s CEPAC state fund raising efforts, ACEC/MD will once again con-
duct a silent auction at the May 4, 2020 golf tournament. In order to make this effort a 
success, we need items to be donated by our member firms. This is a great opportunity 
to put your firm’s name in front of the VIPs, clients and guests that attend this outing, 
while assisting in ACEC/MD’s political action efforts. 

Regarding the types of items that firms might want to consider contributing, please try 
to avoid ones that have a stated price value, unless they are items that are difficult for 
a person to purchase on their own at face value.

This year we will once again begin displaying the items during lunch. If practical, please 
bring the item with you to the tournament or provide a detailed description (with pic-
ture) that can be used during the display.

Following ACEC’s model, half of the value of the winning bid will be counted toward 
the donating firm’s CEPAC goal and the other half will go toward the successful bid-
der’s goal. Please let us know what your firm’s donated item will be and its declared 
value by Monday, April 13th.

Thank you very much for considering this request, and assisting ACEC/MD’s state po-
litical action efforts.
By authority: 
	 Steve Hawtof, CEPAC Chair
	 Steve  Jerrick, CEPAC Treasurer

~~~~~~

Environmental Business 
Opportunities Forum

Wednesday, May 20, 2020
The Engineers Club (Garrett-Jacobs Mansion)

11 West Mount Vernon Place, Baltimore
Registration/Continental Breakfast: 8:00 AM Program: 8:30 AM—Noon

This year’s program will feature a variety of presentations on timely business opportu¬nities in the 
environmental arena. Watch for more details!

~~~~~~

Save The Date for the . . . . . .

Golf Outing Silent Auction Items Needed 
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Incoming ACEC/MD President Tony Frascarella (Century Engineering) will soon be in 
the process of staffing committees for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020. You and 
employees of your firm that are interested in serving on the many committees helping 
to shape the business environment in which your firm operates, should start consider-
ing committee service.

PLEASE NOTE that even if you served on a committee during the current fiscal year, 
you must advise ACEC/MD of your continued interest in serving on that committee.
For a complete list of committees, check the ACEC/MD website – www.acecmd.org.

~~~~~~

A. D. MARBLE recently announced that their new ACEC/MD representative is Jason 
Vendetti.  He can be contacted at jvendetti@admarble.com or 410-902-1421.

A. MORTON THOMAS AND ASSOCIATES, INC. (AMT) is pleased to announce the follow-
ing:

- Janice Gary has been promoted to Vice President.  She will collaborate with the  
Board of Directors to develop strategic human resources plans and policies.
- Stephen J. Chapin has been appointed as the outside Board member of AMT’s 
Board of Directors.

BRUDIS & ASSOCIATES is pleased to announce that Jason (Ghassem) Sheikhzadeh, PE 
has joined the firm as a Senior Water Resources Engineer in the firm’s Water Resources 
and Environment Division.

MUELLER ASSOCIATES has announced the following:
- Rebecca Fischer, PE,LEED,AP BD+C, mechanical engineer,  has been promoted to 
project manager.
- Erik Godack has been promoted to senior electrical engineer.
- Sammy Alqasem, PE has been promoted to project electrical engineer.

Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson (JMT) is pleased to welcome Arpita Guha, PE,PTOE to the 
firm.  He has over 17 years of experience in  the traffic industry.

SABRA & ASSOCIATES, INC. (a Mead & Hunt Company) recently announced that the new 
contact information for Ziad Sabra, PhD., PE., PTOE is ziad.sabra@meadhunt.com.

SKELLY AND LOY is excited to announce that they have been acquired by Terracon 
Consultants, Inc., a consulting engineering firm headquartered in Olathe, KS.

  

~~~~~~

Think About Committee Service for 2020-2021

Member News 
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The following firm has been elected to Affiliate membership in ACEC/MD:

STOKES CREATIVE GROUP
	 Contact:  Valerie Burnette Edgar (vedgar@stokescg.com)       
	 Address:  1666 Route 206, Vincentown, NJ  08088
	 Telephone:  609-859-8400
	 Website:  http://www.stokescg.com 
	 Firm Founded:  1985

Brief History and Activities of the Firm:  Founded by Joanne Stokes as 
JMS Visual Communications in 1985 and rebranded under the broader 
umbrella of Stokes Creative Group, Inc. in 2010, the firm is a full-service 
marketing agency specializing in providing quality solutions for the 
transportation and construction industries.  Stokes has worked with 
the best engineering and construction firms in the world, turning com-
plex engineering and planning materials into useful public information.  
They have offices in New Jersey, New York, Maryland, and Florida, and 
maintain certifications as WBE/DBE/SBE/WBENC throughout the East 
Coast.  Stokes is headquartered in New Jersey.

~~~~~~

Go to https://www.mdae.org for complete details.

~~~~~~

March 10, 2020 	 The 20th Annual Maryland Concrete Conference
Hunt Valley, MD.   If you have any questions about the event or 
how to register, please contact Mindy Green at (301) 694-4899 or 
email Mindy@MarylandConcrete.com.

~~~~~~

Professional Development

New Member 
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Subsurface Utility Engineering & Asset Management
March 25, 2020

The Engineers Club
11 West Mount Vernon Place, Baltimore

Registration 8am - Program 8:30am

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Golf Outing
May 4, 2020

Greystone Golf Course 
White Hall

11:30am - registration/lunch; 1:00pm Shotgun Start

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Environmental Forum
May 20, 2020

The Engineers Club
11 West Mount Vernon Place, Baltimore

Registration 8am - Program 8:30am

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

32nd Annual Conference
June 24-26, 2020

The Noelle Hotel, Nashville, TN
Call 1-888-874-2883 to make your reservations 

before the room block is gone!

For more information on these, and other events, please contact the ACEC/MD office at 410-539-
1592, acecmd@acecmd.org, or go to www.acecmd.org.  Mark your calendar and to plan to attend!	
		

####

Upcoming ACEC/MD Events

2019 ACEC/MD’s   
Engineering Excellence 

Grand Award Winner 
was the Joint Venture of 

Wallace Montgomery; 
Johnson, Mirmiran & 

Thompson and RK&K for 
Maryland Route 404-US 50 

to East of Holly Rd 
Design-Build

contact:
Jim Otradovec
Executive Director
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF
ENGINEERING COMPANIES/
MARYLAND
8254 Bayside Drive
Pasadena, MD  21122
Tel.  410-539-1592


