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The ACEC/MD fiscal year is quickly

coming to an end and I want to take this

opportunity to update the general member-

ship on several ACEC/MD and ACEC

National events and issues.

ACeC Conference in washington D.C.

• Over 1,000 people attended ACEC’s Spring

Convention & Legislative Summit in D.C

at the end of April.  Board action included

the passage of a new three-year budget

that does not include a dues increase in the

first year, consolidating non-regular mem-

bers under one category, and conforming

the bylaws to the current open/appointed

committee structure.  Regarding the budg-

et, after several amendments were offered

on the floor, the Board agreed to make up

the lost revenue for the sustainability and

energy initiatives by withdrawing funds

from the reserve account.

• ACEC/PAC raised over $125,000 during

the conference.  For the first time an

ACEC/MD representative did not win any

prize in the raffle. However, ACEC/MD

was recognized for once again achieving its

ACEC/PAC fundraising goal in 2009.

• To date, ACEC/MD firm representatives

have contributed 54% of Maryland’s 2010

ACEC/PAC goal compared to the nation-

al average of 25%.

• ACEC/MD will once again hold a local

raffle to benefit ACEC/PAC that will be

drawn in October.  Tickets are only $100

to be eligible for the $2,000 grand prize.

Member firms are encouraged to sponsor

the raffle for $200.

• Also, to support ACEC’s advocacy

efforts, an ACEC/PAC national raffle will

once again be offered.  The grand prize is

continued on page 2
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$10,000 and tickets only cost $200.

ACEC/MD member firm purchases go

towards ACEC/MD’s ACEC/PAC goal,

which is approximately $18,000.  125 of

the 500 tickets have already been sold for

the drawing that will be held in the fall.

• A contingent of ACEC/MD members

participated in visitations to the

Maryland Delegation on April 28th to

spread the word regarding the trans-

portation and infrastructure crisis and

the need for swift action.

ACeC/MD Governmental Golf Outing

The ACEC/MD Governmental Golf

Outing at Greystone Golf Course took place

on May 3rd and over 100 members and guests

including Delegate Rick Impallaria; Delegate

Charles Jenkins; Delegate Warren Miller;

Delegate Susan McComas and individuals

from SHA, MdTA, City of Baltimore,

Baltimore County, Charles County, Harford

County, Howard County, Montgomery

County, Prince Georges County, and

Washington County enjoyed great weather

despite the not-so-encouraging forecast.  $775

was raised for the ACEC/MD scholarship

program through Mulligans and the Silent

Auction generated $2,300 for CEPAC.  Prime

Engineering’s Steve Carl was the overall tour-

nament winner with a Gross Score of 71; 2nd

Gross Mark Flack; 1st Net Richard Dorsey;

2nd Net Tim Burgess; 3rd Net Anthony

Brudis; (2) Closest to the Pin Sean McCone &

Bob Anderson; (2) Longest Drive Hank Pokigo

& Phil Humbertson; Least Putts Charlie

Adams; and Most Putts Rick Impallaria.

ACeC/MD environmental business

Opportunities forum

After a decade of success, this year’s pro-

gram focused on a variety of presentations

regarding water-related business opportuni-

ties in the environmental arena.  Over 60

attendees were on hand to hear from repre-

sentatives of the USEPA Chesapeake Bay

Program Office, the US Army Corps of

Engineers, Baltimore District Division of

Planning, the Maryland State Highway

Administration Office of Environmental

Design, the Montgomery County Department

of Environmental Protection Division of

Watershed Management, the Center for

Watershed Protection and the law firm

Gordon Feinblatt.  Topics included new initia-

tives to protect and restore the Chesapeake

Bay; Maryland’s new stormwater manage-

ment regulations; and rebuilding our cities to

meet the Clean Water Act mandates among

others.  Information regarding the presenta-

tions is available at www.acecmd.org. 

ACeC/MD and ACeC/Metropolitan

washington MDOT Modal Presentation

On May 27th, 108 members from 51 firms

turned out to listen to the Secretary of

Transportation Swaim-Staley and her

Administrators and other representatives of the

various modes including State Highway

Administration, Maryland Aviation

Administration, Maryland Transit

Administration, Maryland Port Administration,

Maryland Transportation Authority and the

Motor Vehicle Administration speak about their

upcoming programs and potential opportuni-

ties for our members.  In addition, Matt Rieffer,

ACEC’s Director of Transportation Programs,

was on hand to provide an update on current

initiatives in Washington relative to surface

transportation, energy/climate change and avi-

ation legislation.

ACeC/MD MDOT Matchmaker Program

On June 16th, ACEC/MD sponsored the

annual “Matchmaker” program at MDOT

Headquarters with the theme being “Designs

for Your Future”.  The program was

designed to enhance the ability of

MBE/WBE firms to pursue teaming arrange-

ments with prime consulting firms on trans-

portation projects.  Approximately 60

MBE/WBE firms and 24 prime firms partici-

pated in this very successful event.

Transportation funding Initiatives

Based on feedback from ACEC/MD’s

visits to Capitol Hill and Annapolis, we need

to continue to spread the word about the

transportation funding crisis to both our legis-

lators, as well as people “outside of our indus-

try”.  Our ad-hoc Transportation Funding

Committee continues to assist in this regard

and members are reminded to use the profes-

sionally-narrated video “Transportation and

You” that is available at   www.acecmd.org.

Please encourage your staff to spread the

word about the importance of an adequately

funded transportation system, and its positive

impact on sustainable jobs.

ACeC Chairman-elect

Our own Terry Neimeyer is the 2010-

2011 ACEC Chairman-Elect. Terry is

Chairman of the Board and CEO of KCI

Technologies, Inc. in Sparks, Maryland. He is

an ACEC Fellow, and a former Treasurer and

Senior Vice Chairman of ACEC. He served as

National Director from Maryland and

President of ACEC/Maryland. He is also a

former ACEC/PAC Trustee.   Let’s congratu-

late and support Terry as he prepares to

serve as next year’s Chairman.

PresIDeNT’s MessAGe
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sIGN uP fOr

COMMITTee servICe –
DeADLINe JuNe 30TH

Newly elected ACEC/MD President

Joe Makar (Whitman, Requardt &

Associates) is in the process of staffing

committees for the fiscal year begin-

ning June 30, 2010.  If you or an

employee of your firm is interested in

serving on one of the many commit-

tees helping to shape the business

environment in which your firm oper-

ates in, please contact the ACEC/MD

office at acecmd@aol.com. 

even if you served on a committee

during this fiscal year, you must

advise ACeC/MD of your continued

interest in serving on that committee.

For a complete list of committees,

check the ACEC/MD website –

www.acecmd.org.

� � �
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The focus of the 2010 General

Assembly session was squarely on

addressing the projected $2-billion budget

deficit.  As was to be expected prior to an

election year, ACEC/MD’s efforts to gar-

ner support for a transportation revenue

increase fell on deaf ears.  ACEC/MD rep-

resentatives testified in support of bills to

both increase the gas tax and to index the

tax.  We also lent support to legislators

that would have provided for a fire wall

between the Transportation Trust Fund

and the General Fund.

Looking forward, the General

Assembly did overwhelmingly approve

legislation that will establish a Blue

Ribbon Task Force to address Maryland’s

transportation funding.  ACEC/MD rep-

resentatives testified in support of this

legislation and requested an amendment

to expedite the date of the Commission’s

final report.  While the approved legisla-

tion did not reduce the time frame as

much as desired, the final report will be

issued by November 1, 2011 instead of the

end of 2011.  ACEC/MD representatives

also made a presentation before the House

Appropriations Committee’s

Transportation Subcommittee on the

importance of high speed rail, and the

need to ensure that Maryland takes full

advantage of available federal funding.

Another major success for ACEC/MD

was passage of legislation that prohibits a

design professional, inspector, or surveyor

from being required to indemnify a

promisee against liability for damages

caused by the sole negligence of the promise.

The new law will be very beneficial for firms

doing work on railroad property that cur-

rently incur substantial expense and expo-

sure when working for these clients.  Thanks

to everyone that contacted their elected offi-

cials in the eleventh hour to break the log

jam in the Senate, which was threatening to

allow the bill to die without a vote.

The General Assembly also approved

legislation that requires Professional

Engineers to demonstrate professional

competency.  While somewhat controver-

sial, ACEC/MD testified in support of this

legislation and successfully argued that

the initiation of the law should be delayed

for one year.  Reportedly, there is also

agreement that there will be reciprocity

with Pennsylvania and Virginia.

Also at the end of the session, support

for a bill to modify the Stormwater

Management Act of 2007 resulted in com-

promise regulations being approved,  Under

the new regulations developers will be

allowed to proceed with projects that have

won preliminary local government approval.

Of the nearly 2,800 pieces of legisla-

tion that were introduced in the 2010

Maryland General Assembly, your

Legislative Committee, chaired by

Greenman Pedersen’s Jim Blake, reviewed

in detail 225 pieces of legislation impact-

ing the profession, including:

TrANsPOrTATION:

sb 19 - vehicle Laws - use of wireless

Telephone while Driving - Prohibitions

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Report

sb 63 - Transit-Oriented Development -

Pledge and use of Tax Increment revenues

- Operations and Maintenance funding 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 124 (Cross filed = Hb 143) - vehicle

Laws - use of work Zone speed Control

systems - Presence of workers required 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Withdrawn

sb 229 - blue ribbon Commission on

Maryland Transportation funding 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 281 (Cross filed = Hb 469) - Motor vehicle

excise Tax - Tax Credit for electric vehicles 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Conference Committee

sb 321 - The Delegate John Arnick electronic

Communications Traffic safety Act of 2010 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

sb 350 - Maryland Transit Administration -

Transit-Oriented Development - expansion

of Geographic Area 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 368 - Department of Transportation -

repeal of secretary's Authority to Abolish

employee Positions 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Returned P assed

sb 457 - state Highway Administration -

speed Limits - small Cities and Towns 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 464 (Cross filed = Hb 169) - Marilyn J.

Praisner safe and earth-friendly roadway Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 466 (Cross filed = Hb 445) - vehicle Laws -

Off-Highway recreational vehicles – Titling 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

sb 648 - Transportation - Chesapeake bay

bridge Crossing - environmental Impact

study for a Third span 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 649 - Chesapeake bay bridge -

Inspection by Independent entity required 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 650 - Maryland Transportation

Authority - Proposed Toll or fee Charges -

Public Comments 

ACEC/MD Position - Monitor

Status – Died in House Committee

sb 651 (Cross filed =Hb 1347) - Maryland

Transportation Authority - Toll Increase -

Public Meeting requirement 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Died in Committee

sb 725 (Cross filed = Hb 732) - state

Government - Priority funding for

Transportation Projects for brAC 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Withdrawn 

continued on page 4
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sb 760 (Cross filed = Hb 1155) -

Transportation - Consolidated

Transportation Program - evaluation and

selection of Proposed Capital Projects 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died on Senate Floor  

sb 775 (Cross filed = Hb 903) - environment -

road salt Management Programs 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed  

sb 827 - Motor fuel Tax - Index 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Committee

sb 828 - special Taxing Districts -

Transportation Improvements - exemption

from County Tax Limitations

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

sb 832 - Maryland Community

enhancement Transit-Oriented

Development fund 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 840 (Cross filed = Hb 1159) - budget

reduction Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Died in Committee

sb 991 - Maryland Transportation

Authority - Chesapeake bay bridge - Tolls  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 979 (Cross filed = Hb 1370) - Public-

Private Partnerships - Oversight 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Returned Passed

sb 1046 (Cross filed = Hb 1446) - bonds

supported by the American recovery and

reinvestment Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 143 (Cross filed = sb 124) - vehicle

Laws - use of work Zone speed Control

systems - Presence of workers required

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 169 - Marilyn J. Praisner safe and

earth-friendly roadway Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 192 - Motor vehicles - reading Text

Message while Driving - Prohibition 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Conference Committee

Hb 271 - Transportation - Public-Private

Partnerships - Notice to the General Assembly 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 282 - Transportation Projects - bicycle and

Pedestrian Access - funding and reporting 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Became Law – Chapter 145

Hb 367 - Transportation Trust fund -

Dedicated Highway funds 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 383 - Transportation Trust fund

Protection Act 

ACEC/MD Position - Support

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 445 (Cross filed = sb 466) - vehicle Laws

- Off-Highway recreational vehicles - Titling 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Senate Committee

Hb 479 - Motor fuel Tax - Increase 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 575 - Prince George's County -

Maryland Department of Transportation -

study of rail Transit system for southern

Prince George's County PG 401-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 710 (Cross filed = sb 229) - blue

ribbon Commission on Maryland

Transportation funding 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 719 - baltimore County - four-way

Intersections - stop signs 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Withdrawn 

Hb 732 (Cross filed = sb 725) - state

Government - Priority funding for

Transportation Projects for brAC 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 786 - state Highway Administration -

sidewalk Construction in Priority funding

Areas

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 969 - Motor fuel Tax – Adjustments

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 975 - vehicle Laws - Maryland

Transportation Authority - Highways 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

Hb 1147 - vehicle Laws - renewal of

registration - unemployed Individuals 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 1155 (Cross filed = sb 760) -

Transportation - Consolidated

Transportation Program - evaluation and

selection of Proposed Capital Projects

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

Hb 1159 (Cross filed = sb 840) - budget

reduction Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 1256 - Maryland Transportation

Authority – eZPass Account Maintenance

Charge - Prohibition 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1347 (Cross filed = sb 651) - Maryland

Transportation Authority - Toll Increase -

Public Meeting requirement 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1370 (Cross filed = sb 979) - Public-

Private Partnerships – Oversight

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Passed Enrolled

continued on page 5

continued from page 3
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continued from page 4

Hb 1377 - Department of Transportation -

Local Development reviews - Comments 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report 

Hb 1404 - Maryland Department of

Transportation - Transit review and

evaluation 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Senate Committee Report

Hb 1533 - Deficit reduction financing Act

of 2010 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1552 - Construction and Development

Projects - expedited Approval of state Permits

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

eNvIrONMeNTAL

sb 8 (Cross filed = Hb 36) - environment -

bay restoration fund - Payments to

Contractors

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Withdrawn

sb 20 - environment - bay restoration

fund - Authorized uses

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

sb 60 - Commission on environmental Justice

and sustainable Communities – Membership

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

sb 96 - washington suburban sanitary

Commission

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Became Law – Chapter 37

sb 218 - state Government - Joint

Committee on the Chesapeake and Atlantic

Coastal bays Critical Area - Membership 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 228 - environment - Incinerator Permits

- Conditions for Issuance 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 277 (Cross filed = Hb 471) - renewable

energy Portfolio standard - solar energy 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 278 (Cross filed = Hb 474) - smart,

Green, and Growing - Maryland

sustainable Growth Commission 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status -  Returned Passed

sb 282 (Cross filed = Hb 468) - Off-shore

wind Generation - qualified submerged

renewable energy Lines 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 326 (Cross filed = Hb 487) -

environment - state board of waterworks

and waste systems Operators - sunset

extension and revisions 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

sb 333 - environment - Permits to

Construct Incinerators - Limitation on

Issuance near National Parks 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 420 (Cross filed = Hb 964) - environment

- stormwater Management - New

Development and redevelopment Projects 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Withdrawn

sb 448 (Cross filed = Hb 398) -

environment - Oil and Gas Drilling – wells 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 515 (Cross filed = Hb 922) - The

renewables first Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 653 - environment - Coal Combustion

by-Products Minimum standards -

beneficial uses 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 686 (Cross filed = Hb 999) - watershed

Protection and restoration Act

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Committee

sb 720 (Cross filed = Hb 1014) - Clean

energy Loan Programs 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 881 (Cross filed = Hb 687) - frederick

County - Municipalities - water and sewer

Classifications 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 910 - Comprehensive energy Plan 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 1082 - stormwater Management -

Development Projects - redevelopment

and Preliminary Plan Approval 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 1117 - environment - Maryland Oil

Disaster Containment, Clean-up and

Contingency fund and Oil Contaminated

site environmental Cleanup fund 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

sb 1122 (Cross filed = Hb 62) - environment

- Payment of Cost Differential - Nitrogen

removal Technology 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 36 (Cross filed = sb 8) - environment - bay

restoration fund - Payments to Contractors 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 53 - environment - sewage sludge

utilization Permit - septage 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 68 - Department of the environment -

Grants - small businesses and Certified

Minority business enterprises

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 70 - bay restoration fund - expanded

use of funds 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Withdrawn

continued on page 6
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Hb 73 - environment - water quality

revolving Loan fund - use of funds 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 224 - Plumbing - Greywater recycling

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Became Law – Chapter 137

Hb 474 (Cross filed = sb 278) - smart,

Green, and Growing - Maryland

sustainable Growth Commission 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 580 - Task force on the reassignment of

functions of the washington suburban

sanitary Commission to Montgomery County

and Prince George's County PG/MC 113-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Withdrawn 

Hb 617 - washington suburban sanitary

Commission - Local small business enterprise

Program - eligibility Criteria PG/MC 114-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 637 - washington suburban sanitary

Commission - Minority business

utilization Program PG/MC 116-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 638 - washington suburban sanitary

Commission - Procurement and Minority

business enterprises - wssC Procurement

Oversight Committee PG/MC 109-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Senate Committee

Hb 687 (Cross filed = sb 881) - frederick

County - Municipalities - water and sewer

Classifications 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 964 (Cross filed = sb 420) - environment -

stormwater Management - New

Development and redevelopment Projects 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 999 (Cross filed = sb 686) - watershed

Protection and restoration Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1125 - stormwater Management -

Development Projects - redevelopment

and Preliminary Plan Approval 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Died in Senate Committee

Hb 1408 - stormwater Management -

regulations - Delay and Adoption of New

regulations 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1409 - stormwater Management -

Development Projects - special Taxing Districts 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 1425 - Department of the environment -

Consolidation and Administration of

environmental funds 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 1467 (Cross filed = sb 653) - environment

- Coal Combustion by-Products - Minimum

standards - beneficial uses

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Senate Committee

Hb 1480 - stormwater Management -

Construction Activities - state and Local

Governments PG 430-10 

ACEC/MD Position -Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1508 - environment - Coal Combustion

by-Products - Disposal sites 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

GeNerAL busINess

sb 2 (Cross filed = Hb 222) - Task force on

the Minority business enterprise Program

and equity Investment Capital

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

sb 16 (Cross filed = Hb 47) - Legislative

Districting - resident Delegates by County

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 38 - state finance and Procurement -

Maryland environmental service - small

business reserve Program

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 54 - business and economic

Development - Maryland economic

Adjustment fund 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Became Law – Chapter 14

sb 71 - Procurement - small business

reserve Program - sunset extension 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Became Law – Chapter 22

sb 80 - Maryland Higher education

Commission - Office of student financial

Assistance

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 103 (Cross filed = Hb 134) - state board

of examiners of Landscape Architects -

sunset extension and Program evaluation 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

sb 106 (Cross filed = Hb 92) - Labor and

employment - Job Creation and recovery

Tax Credit

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Became Law – Chapter 1

sb 118 - Courts - Jury Trials in Civil Actions

- Amount in Controversy

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 119 - Civil Jury Trials - Amount in

Controversy 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 130 - Procurement - Minority business

enterprises - reciprocal Certification

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

continued on page 7

continued from page 5
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sb 131 - state Procurement - Minority

business enterprises - electronic

Certification Process

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

sb 133 - Commission to study streamlining

and Increasing the efficiency of the

Procurement Process 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Committee

sb 140 (Cross filed =  Hb 150) - budget bill

(fiscal year 2011) 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 141 (Cross filed = Hb 151) - budget

reconciliation and financing Act of 2010 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 142 (Cross filed = Hb 152) - Creation of a

state Debt - Maryland Consolidated Capital

bond Loan of 2010, and the Maryland

Consolidated Capital bond Loans of 2003,

2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 147 (Cross filed = Hb 130) - state board

for Professional Land surveyors - sunset

extension and Program evaluation 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Became Law – Chapter 41

sb 171 (Cross filed = Hb 359) -

Procurement – service-Disabled veteran

business enterprise Participation 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 187 - Maryland false Claims Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 216 - Campaign finance - Affiliated

business entities - Attribution of Contributions 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 221 - Tax Credits for qualifying employees

with Disabilities - sunset repeal 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 295 (Cross filed = Hb 364) - Creation of

a state Debt - baltimore City - Garrett-

Jacobs Mansion ballroom

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Committee

sb 312 - Labor and employment - Credit

reports and Credit Histories of Applicants and

employees - Limitations on use by employers 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 384 - Labor and employment - Job

Creation and recovery Tax Credit 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Withdrawn

sb 418 (Cross filed = Hb1246) - Labor and

employment - Maryland wage and Hour

Law - Damages 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 419 - Labor and employment - Maryland

wage and Hour Law – Criminal Penalties 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Died in Committee

sb 430 (Cross filed = Hb 5) - Corporations

and Associations - Low-Profit Limited

Liability Companies 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 454 (Cross filed = Hb 459) - state

Licensing Agencies - Justification

statements required for fee Increases

Proposed by regulations 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

sb 468 - Maryland employment

Opportunity Tax Credit 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 530 (Cross filed = Hb 965) - real

Property - Mechanics' Liens - extent of Lien

Applied to Tenant's Interest 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 531 (Cross filed = Hb 907) - Civil Actions -

Limitation of Actions - Land surveyors 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

sb 546 (Cross filed = Hb 923) -

Procurement - Minority business

enterprises - review of Application for

Certification and Notice to Applicant 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 601 (Cross filed = Hb 917) - elections -

Campaign finance - Prohibition of

Contributions and expenditures by

business entities 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 688 (Cross filed = Hb 972) - Maryland

General Corporation Law - Miscellaneous

Provisions 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Became Law – Chapter 95

sb 773 - Corporate Income Tax - repeal 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 806 - budget - reductions of

Appropriations

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 845 (Cross filed = Hb 746) -

Procurement - Living wage - repeal

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 849 - Procurement - Minority business

enterprise Directory - List of Contracts

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 1004 - budget reconciliation and

balancing Act

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 1018 (Cross filed = Hb 1447) - Prior

Authorizations of state Debt to fund

Capital Projects - Alterations  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

sb 1024 (Cross filed = Hb 163) - Taxpayers'

bill of rights 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

continued on page 8

continued from page 6
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Hb 47 (Cross filed = sb 16) - Legislative

Districting - resident Delegates by County

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 80 - state board for Professional engineers 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Became Law – Chapter 124

Hb 92 (Cross filed = sb 106) - Labor and

employment - Job Creation and recovery Tax

Credit 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Senate Committee

Hb 100 - Corporations - Directors - factors

Considered in best Interests of Corporation

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 130 (Cross filed = sb 147) - state board

for Professional Land surveyors - sunset

extension and Program evaluation 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 134 (Cross filed = sb 103) - state board

of examiners of Landscape Architects -

sunset extension and Program evaluation 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Became Law – Chapter 132

Hb 163 - Taxpayers' bill of rights 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 168 - Architectural or engineering

services - Construction Industry -

Indemnity Agreements – void 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed 

Hb 175 - Labor and employment - Credit

reports and Credit Histories of Applicants and

employees - Limitations on use by employers 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 222 (Cross filed = sb 2) - Task force on

the Minority business enterprise Program

and equity Investment Capital

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 250 (Cross filed = sb 130) -

Procurement - Minority business

enterprises - reciprocal Certification 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Passed Enrolled

Hb 251 (Cross filed = sb 131) - state

Procurement - Minority business enterprises

- electronic Certification Process

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Passed Enrolled

Hb 268 - Minority business enterprise

Program and small business reserve Program

- Architectural and engineering services 

ACEC/MD Position – Support w/amendment

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 359 (Cross filed = sb 171) -

Procurement - service-Disabled veteran

business enterprise Participation 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 364 (Cross filed = sb 295) - Creation of

a state Debt - baltimore City - Garrett-

Jacobs Mansion ballroom

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 370 - Labor and employment - Payment

of wages 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 373 - Campaign finance - Affiliated

business entities - Attributions of

Contributions

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 381 - workplace religious freedom Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 404 - Labor and employment - wage

Payment and Collection - Order to Pay wages 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Became Law – Chapter 151

Hb 434 - Civil Jury Trials - Amount in

Controversy 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Senate Committee

Hb 436 - Courts - Jury Trials in Civil

Actions - Amount in Controversy 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died on Senate Floor

Hb 459 (Cross filed = sb 454) - state

Licensing Agencies - Justification

statements required for fee Increases

Proposed by regulations 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 484 - Property Tax - semiannual

Payment schedule small business Property 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 576 - Prince George's County and

Montgomery County Delegation -

Development Permits - expedited review

for qualifying redevelopment Projects

PG/MC 115-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 577 - Prince George's County – Task

force to study the Maryland-National

Capital Park and Planning Commission in

Prince George's County PG/MC 108-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 584 - Corporate Income Tax - Combined

reporting 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 617 - washington suburban sanitary

Commission – Local small business enterprise

Program - eligibility Criteria PG/MC 114-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 637 - washington suburban sanitary

Commission - Minority business

utilization Program PG/MC 116-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 638 - washington suburban sanitary

Commission - Procurement and Minority

business enterprises - wssC Procurement

Oversight Committee PG/MC 109-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Died in Senate Committee

continued on page 9
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Hb 647 - Department of Natural resources -

Conservation service Opportunities -

Procurement exemption 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 746 (Cross filed = sb 845) -

Procurement - Living wage - repeal 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 837 - washington County - Procurement

of Professional or Technical services 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 843 (Cross filed = sb 897) - Academic

facilities bonding Authority 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 906 - Minority business enterprises -

signing bids or Proposals - submitting

subcontracts 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose unless amended

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 907 (Cross filed = sb 531) - Civil Actions -

Limitation of Actions - Land surveyors 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 917 (Cross filed = sb 601) - elections -

Campaign finance - Prohibition of

Contributions by business entities 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 920 (Cross filed = sb 133) -

Commission to study streamlining and

Increasing the efficiency of the

Procurement Process 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 923 (Cross filed = sb 546) -

Procurement - Minority business

enterprises - review of Application for

Certification and Notice to Applicant 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 959 - Procurement - single Minority

business enterprise Certification Agency

for Local Government Procurement 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 984 - employment - Applications for

employment - Prohibitions 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 1107 - establishment of a Minority

business registry by the small business

Development Center Network 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 1146 - Procurement - Governor's Office

of Minority Affairs - Office of Minority

business enterprise Compliance 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 1215 - Minority business enterprises -

Graduation Program - Architectural and

engineering services

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 1236 - Procurement - Minority business

enterprises - waiver requirements 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 1246 (Cross filed = sb 418) - Labor and

employment - Maryland wage and Hour

Law - Damages 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 1249 - Maryland economic stimulus Act

- expensing of business Property and

bonus Depreciation 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1272 - Maryland family and Medical

Leave Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 1293 - state finance and Procurement -

Public works Contracts - required Clause 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 1344 - Construction and Development -

Permits and Approvals - expiration Dates

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Senate Committee

Hb 1357 - Professional boards - Transfer of

funds – repayment 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1363 - Procurement - Prevailing wage -

rates 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 1446  (Cross filed = sb 1046) - bonds

supported by the American recovery and

reinvestment Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1482 - washington suburban sanitary

Commission - Minority business enterprise

Participation Goals PG/MC 117-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 1504 - Campaign finance entities -

Contributions, Transfers, and reports 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1520 - Tax Credit for New or expanded

business facilities 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Withdrawn

wOrkPLACe / HeALTH

sb 53 - workers' Compensation - Average

weekly wage – Militia

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

sb 57 - Health Insurance - Mental Health

benefits - Group Health Plans

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Became Law – Chapter 17

sb 107 (Cross filed = Hb 91) - Labor and

employment - unemployment Insurance -

Modernization and Tax relief Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Became Law – Chapter 2

sb 110 - Labor and employment - Job and

financial Privacy Protection Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

2010 MAryLAND GeNerAL AsseMbLy wrAP uP
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sb 300 - unemployment Insurance -

Contributions - Installment Payment Option 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Committee

sb 397 (Cross filed = Hb 603) - Health Care

freedom Act of 2010 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 675 - unemployment Insurance -

exemption from Covered employment - small

business Directors, Officers, and Members 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Died in Committee

sb 682 - Maryland Health system Act of 2010 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

sb 694 (Cross filed = Hb 214) - Labor and

employment - wage Payment and

Collection Law - Definition of wage 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Became Law – Chapter 99

sb 785  (Cross filed=Hb 1317) - Public

Investment Protection Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Died in Committee

sb 953 (Cross filed = Hb 1318) - workers'

Compensation - Death benefits – Dependency

ACEC/MD Position  - Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

sb 955 (Cross filed = Hb 1295) - workers'

Compensation - uninsured employers'

fund - uninsured employer Assessments

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in House Committee

sb 1100 - workers' Compensation - Average

weekly wage - Compensation 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 32 - Health Insurance - small Group

Market - Cap on Comprehensive standard

Health benefit Plan 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 91 (Cross filed = sb 107) - Labor and

employment - unemployment Insurance -

Modernization and Tax relief Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 463 - Human relations - employment

Discrimination based on family

responsibilities - Prohibitions

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 504 - employment Discrimination -

unlawful employment Practices –

Motivating factor

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 591 - unemployment Insurance -

Charging and Taxation 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report 

Hb 603 (Cross filed = sb 397) - Health Care

freedom Act of 2010

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report 

Hb 751 - workers' Compensation - Temporary

Total Disability benefits - Credit 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Senate Committee

Hb 968 - workers' Compensation - Appeals

– evidence

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Unfavorable Committee Report

Hb 1238 - Health Insurance requirements -

Public work Contracts 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 1317 (Cross filed = sb 785) - Public

Investment Protection Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 1318 (Cross filed = sb 953) - workers'

Compensation - Death benefits - Dependency 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Senate Committee

MeCHANICAL/eLeCTrICAL Issues

sb 551 (Cross filed = Hb 836) - education -

Public school Construction - Procurement -

Preference for Local business entities 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

sb 786 - Public schools - state Aid for school

Construction - Planning and Design Costs 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 209 - General Obligation bonds for

Capital Projects - required reports 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed

Hb 563 - Prince George's County - Public

school Construction - Planning and Design

- state funding PG 409-10 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died in Committee

Hb 836 (Cross filed = sb 551) - education -

Public school Construction – Procurement -

Preference for Local business entities 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Died on House Floor

Hb 939 (Cross filed = sb 915) - General Assembly

Members - use of funds - Grant writers 

ACeC/MD Position – Monitor

status – Died in Committee

Hb 1040 (Cross filed = sb 215) - High

Performance buildings Act - Applicability

to recipients of state Aid 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Withdrawn

Hb 1044 (Cross filed = sb 234) - High

Performance buildings Act - Applicable to

Community College Capital Projects 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status – Returned Passed
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Congressman Elijah Cummings has

advised that the U.S. Department of

Transportation (U.S. DOT) has issued a

notice of proposed rulemaking pertaining

to the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise

(DBE) Program.

The main issues covered by the rule

include the following:

• Personal Net worth Caps: The pro-

posed rule would adjust the long-stand-

ing personal net worth for inflation from

$750,000 to $1.31 million.  The adjust-

ment would apply to the highway, tran-

sit, and aviation DBE programs.

• Good faith Compliance efforts: The

proposed rule states that if a recipient of

federal transportation funds fails to

meet its overall DBE goal, it should ana-

lyze the reasons for the shortfall, plan

corrective actions, and in some cases

report to the DOT its findings.  Failure

to present a satisfactory plan would

provide a basis for DOT action (e.g.,

denial of approval for contracts or with-

holding of DOT financial assistance).

• Interstate Certification: To reduce

burdens on firms seeking DBE certifi-

cation in more than one state, the pro-

posed rule indicates that a state

would have to accept another state’s

certification for a firm unless it found

good reasons not to do so.  In that

case, the second state would have to

provide an opportunity to the firm for

a hearing on the issue.

• Oversight of Prime Contractors: To

ensure that prime contractors fulfill

DBE requirements, the proposed rule

states that recipients of federal funds

would be required to certify that they

have monitored DBE participation on

each awarded contract.  To prevent

abuse of DBE contractors by prime con-

tractors, a prime contractor could termi-

nate a DBE subcontractor it had used to

meet a DBE goal only for good cause,

with the concurrence of the recipients.

To provide comments or for addition-

al details go to the Federal eRulemaking

Portal at http://www.regulations.gov.

Comments must be received by the U.S.

DOT by July 9, 2010.

The Department of Energy (DOE)

recently issued a Notice of Proposed

Rulemaking (NOPR) for Sustainable

Design of Federal Buildings.  In addi-

tion to establishing revised perform-

ance standards for the construction of

new and major renovations of federal

buildings, the proposed rule will

require commissioning activities

throughout the process.  For a copy of

the NOPR  and an environmental

assessment, please contact the

ACEC/MD office.

The NOPR is fairly general, but

does require integrated design, includ-

ing maintaining an integrated project

team, which is addressed under the

Whole Building Design Guide.  It does

not specifically address the need for

licensed professionals to lead design

and commissioning activities, but that

may be implicit.  The document is also

silent on any of the life-cycle persist-

ence strategies, including training of

O&M staff, hand-off of

materials/manuals to O&M staff, per-

formance monitoring, and plans for

either ongoing commissioning or peri-

odic recommissioning.

To provide any input that you

would like included in an ACEC-coor-

dinated response, by July 16th please

contact ACEC’s Mark Steiner at

msteiner@acec.org.  

DOe Issues

PrOPOseD

ruLeMAkING fOr

susTAINAbLe DesIGN
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u.s. DOT Issues PrOPOseD ruLeMAkING

PerTAINING TO Dbes

IT Is wITH TreMeNDOus sADNess THAT

we rePOrT THe PAssING Of fOrMer

ACeC/MD PresIDeNT

bOb DAvIDsON.

bOb serveD As ACeC/MD PresIDeNT IN 1977-78 AND

wAs sTILL INvOLveD IN THe fIrM He fOuNDeD IN 1971,
G. r. DAvIDsON & AssOCIATes.  He wAs ALsO AN

ACTIve PArTICIPANT ON ACeC/MD’s PAsT

PresIDeNTs/feLLOws COMMITTee.

we wILL GreATLy MIss HIM.
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AMerICAN COuNCIL Of eNGINeerING COMPANIes/MAryLAND
312 NOrTH CHArLes sTreeT, suITe 200
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POsTMAsTer: ADDress COrreCTION requesTeD

May-June, 2010

PrOfessIONAL DeveLOPMeNT

July 13 Green Roofing for Design Professionals 

July 14 Advanced Thermal and Moisture

July 15-16 Professional Roof Consulting

St. Louis, MO.  Courses offered by RCI Educational Program.  For more

information call 800-828-1902 or go to  www.rci-online.org.

• HATCH MOTT MacDONALD is has announced that James Havey is the new ACEC/MD

representative for the firm.  He can be reached at  james.havey@hatchmott.com.

• sAbrA, wANG & AssOCIATes’  Ghassan Adel Sabra, 53, of Goldsboro, NC was tragically

killed on Rt. 50 while providing services for the SHA.  Donations in his honor may be made

to the Druze Orphanage in Abey, Lebanon, via the American Druze Society (ADS).  Please

make checks payable to the ADS, and designate the Druze Orphanage in the memo section.

MeMber News

� � �


