
News
volume XXXXi, no. 6  may-June, 2009

in this issue...

President’s Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

2009 Maryland General Assembly 

Wrap Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Member News  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Sign Up For Committee Service –

Deadline Extended to July 10th  . . . . . .9

Professional Development  . . . . . . . .10

The American Reinvestment and Recovery

Act (ARRA or stimulus package) resulted in $434

million for Maryland highway infrastructure

improvements with $170 million of that going to

Maryland counties.  The money had to be obli-

gated within 90 days of the signing of the bill,

which necessitated projects to be “shovel ready”.

The SHA projects have been predominately

resurfacing and safety improvements that need-

ed little to no design to be advertised for con-

struction.  Some work has come to consultants

through construction inspection assignments,

however, overall the ARRA has been a disap-

pointment with regard to providing jobs to the

engineering community.  

On April 26th, during the ACEC Annual

Convention in Washington, D.C., a dozen

ACEC/MD member firm representatives visited

our congressional representatives’ offices on

Capitol Hill.  One of the points we made during

these visits was that the ARRA did not provide

work for design engineers, and much more fund-

ing is needed to address the significant backlog

of transportation improvement projects.  

The SAFETEA-LU authorization expires

on September 30, 2009, and the new authoriza-

tion bill will set funding levels and program

priorities for the next six years.  Congress needs

to reauthorize highway, safety and transit pro-

grams before the current bill expires.  An exten-

sion of SAFETEA-LU at current levels is far

short of the funding needed for the transporta-

tion needs.  One of our fears is that Congress

will lessen the funding because of the ARRA

funding recently authorized.  We made the

point that the ARRA is for “shovel ready” proj-

ects and the reauthorization is for the funding

levels for the next six years.  They agreed that

the ARRA would not impact the reauthoriza-

tion funding, however, we need to reiterate this
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message at every opportunity.  Congressman

Oberstar stated his desire for a reauthorization

bill to be in place by the end of May.  Even

though this did not occur, it underscores the

desire in congress for the bill to be written

quickly.  ACEC will follow the developments

of the bill and send legislative alerts on key

measures.  Be ready to respond to our con-

gressional representatives with comments

addressing the provisions of the bill.  

Another issue raised is the continued

decline in graduate engineers entering the

work force.  Congress approved the Higher

Education Opportunity Act of 2008 to reau-

thorize and expand the federal student loan

program to address labor shortages in engi-

neering, encouraging people to pursue engi-

neering careers.  This could provide loan for-

giveness of up to $10,000 if the individual

works for five years in engineering or related

fields.  ACEC is working with the

Department of Education and Congress to

ensure proper funding for the program.  

A third issue raised is the mandate, for

tax purposes, to withhold three percent from

payments to engineering firms for products

and services provided to federal and state

governments.  Currently, the law takes effect

in 2012.   ACEC is concerned about the

impact and unintended consequences of this

new requirement, and is working to elimi-

nate the three percent withholding mandate.

The State Highway Administration is

developing a policy for the training of consult-

ants that are working at an SHA facility.  It is

expected that the four required awareness train-

ing courses (Workplace and Domestic Violence,

Sexual Harassment, Americans with Disability

Act, and Diversity) will also be required for con-

sultants that are working in an SHA facility for

90 consecutive days.  The cost for the training

and class time for the consultants’ staff are to be

charged to overhead, not billable to the SHA.

Also, unless certain conditions are met,

the SHA will no longer be able to extend

contracts other than those that expire in 2009

and 2010.  The SHA’s Office of Procurement

and Contracts will inform ACEC members

which contracts can be extended.  If it has

been determined that the contract can be

extended, SHA has suggested that the con-

sultant and the SHA contract manager begin

the process for a contract extension six

months prior to the expiration date.  As a

point of clarification, at a recent meeting

with representatives of SHA’s Consultant

Services, ACEC/MD representatives were

advised that a firm can submit an invoice

after a contract expires as long as the time

was charged prior to the expiration of the

contract.  This should be done within one

month of the contract’s expiration.

It has been nearly four years since the City

of Baltimore Department of Public Works estab-

lished the current maximum rates for consult-

ants.  ACEC/MD has met with the Department

of Public Works and has begun discussions to

increase these rate caps.  Information has been

provided to them including representative rates

for classifications of employees above or

approaching the cap, which should help in the

arguments to increase the rate caps.  If addition-

al information is needed for the City to make a

decision, ACEC/MD will solicit the information

from member firms doing business with

Baltimore City.  ACEC/MD will keep you up to

date as this issue develops.

Our CEPAC funds are used as entrees to

meet with our Maryland legislators to discuss

and educate them about our issues.   Please

remember to fulfill your pledge to CEPAC, and

if you have not made a pledge please consider

doing so.  These contributions are used to maxi-

mize our exposure to our elected officials.  As

you can see from the recap of the 2009 General

Assembly session contained in this newsletter, it

is extremely important that ACEC/MD repre-

sentatives have the opportunity to address the

myriad of issues impacting your firm.
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As was to be expected, this year’s General

Assembly Session focused on closing the huge

budget gap created by declining tax revenues in

the state.  Unfortunately, as is often the case, in

balancing the $14-billion state budget for FY

2010, legislators chose to change the distribution

formula that determines funding to the

Transportation Trust Fund (TTF).  Local jurisdic-

tion bore the brunt of this action, seeing a reduc-

tion of $162-million in road maintenance fund-

ing.  We would like to express our appreciation

to the member firm representatives that contact-

ed their elected officials in the continuing effort

to educate them on important issues, including

the need for adequate infrastructure funding.

Of the nearly 2,700 pieces of legislation

that were introduced in the 2009 Maryland

General Assembly, your Legislative Committee,

chaired by Greenman Pedersen’s Jim Blake,

reviewed in detail a record 300 pieces of legisla-

tion impacting the profession, including:

trAnsPortAtion:

sB 15 (cross filed - hB 481) - school

construction - Pedestrian and Bicycle trail

enhancements – funding

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 24 - Public schools - state Aid for school

construction - Planning and Design costs

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died in Committee

sB 38 (cross filed – hB 36) - vehicle laws -

reduction of speed limits by local

Authorities - engineering and traffic

investigations

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 61 - maryland Port Administration -

Jurisdiction, Powers, and Duties 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

2009 mArylAnD generAl AssemBly WrAP uP
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sB 75 - Public information Act - maryland

Port Administration - confidentiality of

security-related Documents and records 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

sB 98 -  the Delegate John Arnick electronic

communications traffic safety Act

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB  103 - vehicle laws - use of handheld

telephone While Driving - Prohibitions

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB  143 - vehicle laws - use of Wireless

communication Devices While Driving -

Prohibitions 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB  259 (cross filed - hB 301) - criminal

Procedure - Drunk and Drugged Driving -

Probation Before Judgment

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 277 (cross filed - hB 313) - vehicle laws -

speed monitoring systems - statewide

Authorization and use in highway Work Zones

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

sB 388 (cross filed - hB 396) - Baltimore city -

vehicle laws - speed monitoring systems

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 475 (cross filed - hB 882) - chesapeake

Bay Bridge - independent inspection

required Before toll, fee, or Penalty increase 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died In Committee

sB 476 (cross filed - hB 888) - transportation -

chesapeake Bay Bridge crossing -

environmental impact study for a third span 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Committee Report

sB 477 (cross filed - hB 780) - maryland

transportation Authority - fixing or revising

tolls - legislative Approval required 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

sB 478 (cross filed - hB 786) - maryland

transportation Authority - chesapeake Bay

Bridge - tolls 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

sB 479 (hB 949) - maryland transportation

Authority - Bonding Authority  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

sB 483 (cross filed - hB 881) - chesapeake

Bay Bridge - inspection by independent

entity required 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

sB 614 (cross filed - hB 426) -

transportation - Baltimore corridor transit

study - red line Area 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Passed

sB 722 - tax general - motor fuel tax -

sales and use tax

ACEC/MD Position –  Support

Status - Died in Committee

sB 753 (cross filed - hB 27) - transportation -

intercounty connector - elimination of funding  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

sB 826 - Prince george's county - safer

roads Act of 2009 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

sB 853 - maryland transportation

infrastructure funding task force

ACEC/MD Position –  Support

Status - Died in Committee

sB 855 (cross filed - hB 1020) - Prince

george's county - vehicle laws - speed

monitoring systems 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

sB 890 - maryland community

enhancement transit-oriented

Development fund  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Withdrawn

sB 891 (cross filed - hB 816) -

transportation - highways - lighting 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 894 (cross filed - hB 140) -

transportation trust fund Protection Act  

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died in Committee

hB 27  - transportation - intercounty

connector - elimination of funding 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB  28 - maryland transportation Authority -

closure of transportation facility  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 36 (cross filed - sB 38) - vehicle laws -

reduction of speed limits by local

Authorities - engineering and traffic

investigations

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 72 - motor vehicles - use of text

messaging Device While Driving - Prohibition 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 139  - transportation trust fund -

Dedicated highway funds 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 140  - transportation trust fund

Protection Act  

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 172 - vehicle laws - recklessly

contributing to an Accident in a highway

Work Zone - Penalties

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 301 (cross filed - sB 259) - criminal

Procedure - Drunk and Drugged Driving -

Probation Before Judgment

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 313 (cross filed - sB 277) - vehicle laws -

speed monitoring systems - statewide

Authorization and use in highway Work Zones 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died in Committee

hB 323 - texting While Driving Ban of 2009   

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 396 (cross filed - sB 388) - Baltimore city -

vehicle laws - speed monitoring systems

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 423 - motor fuel tax - indexing 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died in Committee

hB 426 (cross filed - sB 614) -

transportation - Baltimore corridor transit

study - red line Area  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Passed

continued on page 4

continued from page 2
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hB 564 (cross filed - sB 630) - vehicle laws

– Distracted Driving - Prohibition   

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 704 - motor vehicle excise tax -

suspension - new vehicles 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

hB 746 - motor fuel tax - increase 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died in Committee

hB 747 - motor fuel tax - Adjustments  

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died in Committee

hB 780 (cross filed - sB 477) - maryland

transportation Authority - fixing or revising

tolls - legislative Approval required 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

hB 784 - consolidated transportation

Program - traffic congestion reporting 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died on Senate Floor

hB 786 (cross filed - sB 478) - maryland

transportation Authority - chesapeake Bay

Bridge - tolls  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

hB 881 (cross filed - sB 483) - chesapeake

Bay Bridge - inspection by independent

entity required  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 882 (cross filed - sB 475) - chesapeake

Bay Bridge - independent inspection

required Before toll, fee, or Penalty increase  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Environmental Matters

Comm. Report

hB 888 (cross filed - sB 476) - transportation -

chesapeake Bay Bridge crossing -

environmental impact study for a third span

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 922 - maryland transportation

Authority - fixing or revising tolls and

fees - notice and Public comment 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died on Senate Floor

hB 947 - transportation - highway user

revenues - highway maintenance mc 903-09  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

hB 949 (cross filed - sB 479) - maryland

transportation Authority - Bonding Authority  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 992 (cross filed - sB 539) - Driver relief

Act of 2009 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Withdrawn

hB 1176 - transportation - Public-Private

Partnerships - notice to the general Assembly 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Senate Committee

hB 1214 - motor fuel tax – rate 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died in Committee

hB 1332 - maryland transportation

Authority – toll rate increases  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

environmentAl:

sB 4 - environment - Permitting Process -

environmental Justice review  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 14  (cross filed - hB 314) - maryland

environmental service - energy generation

Projects 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

sB 47 - environment - Permit Applications

- notice requirements 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 120 - environment – Permit Process -

modifications  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 212 (cross filed - hB 154) - environment

– green Building council 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

sB 273 (cross filed - hB 294) - smart, green,

and growing - local government Planning

– Planning visions 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 276 (cross filed - hB 295) - smart, green,

and growing - Annual report - smart

growth measures and indicators and

implementation of Planning visions

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 278 (cross filed - hB 315) - greenhouse

gas emissions reduction Act of 2009 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 280 (cross filed - hB 297) - smart, green,

and growing - smart and sustainable

growth Act of 2009 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 384 - Program open space - impervious

surface Projects - Prohibition

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 408 - environment - Water Pollution

control - incentives and Penalties 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 432 - environment - sewage sludge

utilization - Zoning and lane use

requirements 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 529 - environment - environmental

Justice review - Public service companies 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

sB 549 (cross filed - hB 771) - sustainable

forestry Act of 2009  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 553 (cross filed - hB 609) - chesapeake

Bay Phosphorous reduction Act of 2009 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 554 (cross filed - hB 176) - chesapeake

Bay nitrogen reduction Act of 2009  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 585 - Public utility companies - Wind

generating stations 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 666 (cross filed - hB 1291) - natural

resources - no net loss of forest Policy -

forest conservation Act  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 672 - environment - stormwater

management - stormwater user charge  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Third Reader Failed

sB 824 (cross filed - hB 1053 ) - community

environmental Protection Act of 2009 

continued on page 5

continued from page 3
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ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Withdrawn

sB 841 - environment - landfills - methane

testing   

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Withdrawn

sB 867 - the renewables first Act  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 878 (cross filed - hB 1116) - smart growth

- visions and Performance standards 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

sB 967 (cross filed - hB 1362) - environment -

Bay restoration fund - Authorized uses 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in House Committee

sB 972 - environment - on-site sewage

Disposal systems - requirements  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Withdrawn

sB 1017 - marine contractors - licensure and

regulation - Wetland Permits and

Authorizations 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

hB 34 - environment – impervious surface

- statewide Database 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable

hB 128 - environment - Disposal of coal

combustion Byproducts - Zoning and land

use requirements

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 135 - environment - sewage sludge

utilization - Zoning and land use

requirements  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Senate Report

hB 154 (cross filed - sB 212) - environment

- green Building council 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

hB 176 (cross filed - sB 554) - Bay

restoration Act of 2009  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Senate Committee

hB 295 (cross filed - sB 276) - smart, green,

and growing - Annual report - smart

growth measures and indicators and

implementation of Planning visions 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 297 (cross filed - sB 280) - smart, green,

and growing - smart and sustainable

growth Act of 2009  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 314 (cross filed - sB 14) - maryland

environmental service - energy generation

Projects 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died on Floor

hB 315 (cross filed - sB 278) - greenhouse

gas emissions reduction Act of 2009  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 346 - Bay restoration fund - nitrogen-

removing septic systems 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 420 - environment - limitation of

Actions - Political subdivisions 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 609 (cross filed - sB 553) - chesapeake

Bay Phosphorous reduction Act of 2009   

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 771 (cross filed - sB 549) - sustainable

forestry Act of 2009  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 801 - task force to study the economic

impact of environmental legislation and

Policy 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1053 (cross filed - sB 824) - community

environmental Protection Act of 2009 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1054 (cross filed - sB 4) - environment -

Permitting Process - environmental Justice

review  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 1058 - environment - sewage sludge

utilization Permits - local notice  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 1078 (cross filed - sB 47) - environment -

Permit Applications - notice requirements

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Passed

hB 1083 - environment - on-site sewage

Disposal systems - requirements  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1116 (cross filed - sB 878) - smart growth

- visions and Performance standards

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status -  Withdrawn

hB 1291 (cross filed - sB 666) = natural

resources - no net loss of forest Policy -

forest conservation Act  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Senate Committee

hB 1362 (cross filed - sB 967) -

environment - Bay restoration fund -

Authorized uses   

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 1457 (cross filed - sB 672) -

environment - stormwater management -

stormwater user charge  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

hB 1547 (cross filed - sB 408) -

environment - Water Pollution control -

incentives and Penalties  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

generAl Business:

sB 39 - municipal corporations - tax increment

financing - Application of Bond Proceeds  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 132 (cross filed - hB 91) - Department of

general services - renovation of historic

structures - Procurement exemptions  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 157 - campaign finance - Affiliated

Business entities - Attribution of

contributions

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 165 (cross filed - hB 100) - Budget Bill

(fiscal year 2010)  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

continued on page 6
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sB 166 (cross filed - hB 101) - Budget

reconciliation and financing Act of 2009  

ACEC/MD position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 167 (cross filed - hB 102 ) - creation of a

state Debt - maryland consolidated capital

Bond loan of 2009, and the maryland

consolidated capital Bond loans of 2001,

2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 

ACEC/MD position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 187 (cross filed - hB 124) - state Procurement

- structuring and Bundling of Procurements   

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

sB 211 (cross filed - hB 641) - minority

Business enterprise Program - Participation

by race or gender  

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

sB 270 (cross filed - hB 310) -

unemployment insurance – eligibility -

Part-time Work  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status -  Passed

sB 274 (cross filed - hB 300) - tax

increment financing and special taxing

Districts - transit-oriented Development 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

sB 275 (cross filed - hB 308) - higher

education - higher education investment

fund – funding

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 355 (cross filed - hB 594) - minority

Business enterprise certification - Personal

net Worth requirement – repeal 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 364 (cross filed - hB 544) - real Property

- mechanic's lien - certified interior

Design services

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 368 (cross filed - hB 288) - lilly

ledbetter fair Pay restoration Act of 2009 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 403 (cross filed - hB 959) - Prince george's

county - green Businesses - tax credits

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

sB 405 (cross filed - hB 644) - Procurement -

Apprenticeship training Programs 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died On Senate Floor

sB 406 (cross filed - hB 543) - Prevailing

Wage rates - Public Works contracts - suits

by employees 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died on Floor

sB 451 (cross filed - hB 1287) - labor and

employment - maryland Wage and hour

law - criminal Penalties

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 452 (cross filed - hB 1288) - labor and

employment - maryland Wage and hour

law - Damages 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died In Committee

sB 466 - labor and employment -

employment contracts - implied covenant of

good faith and fair Dealing 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 472 - income tax - corporations - Denial

of Deduction for excessive compensation

of officers and Directors 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 489 (cross filed - hB 471) - minority

Business enterprise certification - cap on

Personal net Worth

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 520 (cross filed - hB 1036) - Workers'

compensation - temporary total Disability

- incarcerated employees

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died in Committee

sB 562 - labor and employment - flexible leave 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Passed

sB 568 - minority Business enterprise Program

- Directory of minority Business enterprises

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 603 (cross filed - hB 1244 ) - corporate

income tax - rate reduction and reform  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 611 (cross filed - hB 389) - minority

Business enterprise Program - Prohibitions

and Penalties for contractors

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 612 - Procurement - minority Business

enterprise Program - contracting modification

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died in Committee

sB 632 - Procurement - maryland Business

Access list

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 633 (cross filed - hB 31) - income tax -

subtraction modification - creation of a

minority Business enterprise

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 634 - Professional corporations -

Professional services - multiple Professions

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 641 - ethics reports - meals or

receptions - requirements 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 656 (cross filed - hB 559) - Procurement -

service Disabled veteran Business

enterprise Participation

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 658 (cross filed - hB 916) - Political

subdivisions - government imposed

restrictions on income Producing real

Property - fiscal impact study 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 660 (cross filed - hB 16) - labor and

employment - shift Breaks

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

sB 670 (cross filed - hB 393) - Discrimination in

employment - expansion of Disability rights

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 694 - Procurement - living Wage - repeal 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 739 (cross filed - hB 514) - good samaritan

laws - corporations

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died In Committee

sB 747 (cross filed - hB 684 ) - maryland

taxpayer Protection Act  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

continued on page 7

continued from page 5
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sB 820 - employee opportunity to Purchase Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 831 (cross filed - hB 1249) - maryland

Wage and hour law - Payment of overtime

- exemptions  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

sB 848 - Authorized resolutions -

spending mandates - three-fifths vote and

limited Duration requirement 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

sB 912 (cross filed - hB 1070) - labor and

employment - misclassification of employees

as independent contractors  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Withdrawn

sB 978 - Procurement - minority Business

enterprises - goal-setting  

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Unfavorable Report

sB 1043 - Prince george's county -

Development impact fees

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in House Committee

hB 13 - Workplace religious freedom Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 16 (cross filed - sB 660) - labor and

employment - shift Breaks 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 31 (cross filed - sB 633) - income tax -

subtraction modification - creation of a

minority Business enterprise  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 33 - Program open space - municipal

corporations - Development Project funds  

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Withdrawn

hB 91 (cross filed - sB 132) - Department of

general services - renovation of historic

structures - Procurement exemptions  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 124 (cross filed - sB 187) - state Procurement

- structuring and Bundling of Procurements 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

hB 170 - campaign finance - Affiliated

Business entities - Attributions of contributions 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 194 - land use - Development rights

and responsibilities Agreements  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 288 (cross filed - sB 368) - lilly ledbetter

fair Pay restoration Act of 2009

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 308 (cross filed - sB 275) - higher education

- higher education investment fund – funding 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 310 (cross filed - sB 270) -

unemployment insurance - eligibility -

Part-time Work 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 326 - Procurement - minority Business

enterprises - retention of certification and

status and Participation in the minority

Business enterprise Program 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 378 (cross filed - sB 626) - corporations

- corporate Documents, fractional shares,

and redemption of stock 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 389 (cross filed - sB 611) - minority

Business enterprise Program - Prohibitions

and Penalties for contractors  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 393 (cross filed - sB 670) -

Discrimination in employment - expansion

of Disability rights 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 410 - minority Business enterprise

Program - eligibility

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 428 - Property tax - semiannual Payment

schedule - small Business Property 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died In Committee

hB 471 (cross filed - sB 489) - minority

Business enterprise certification - cap on

Personal net Worth 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 481 (cross filed - sB 15) - school

construction - Pedestrian and Bicycle trail

enhancements - funding

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 514 (cross filed - sB 739) - good

samaritan laws - corporations 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 533 - cooperative Purchasing Agreements

- requirements and expansion of use 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 543 (cross filed - sB 406) - Prevailing

Wage rates - Public Works contracts - suits

by employees 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Senate Committee

hB 544  (cross filed - sB 364) - real

Property - mechanic's lien - certified

interior Design services

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 559 (cross filed - sB 656) - Procurement -

service Disabled veteran Business

enterprise Participation

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Withdrawn

hB 594 (cross filed - sB 355) - minority

Business enterprise certification - Personal

net Worth requirement - repeal  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 633 - labor and employment - employee

leave - Parent-teacher conferences  

ACEC/MD Position –  Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 641 (cross filed - sB  211) - minority

Business enterprise Program - Participation

by race or gender

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

hB 644 (cross filed - sB 405) - Procurement -

Apprenticeship training Programs  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Passed

hB 651 - labor and employment - shift Breaks 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 684 (cross filed - sB  747) - maryland

taxpayer Protection Act 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

continued on page 8

continued from page 6
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hB 708 - recipients of state incentives or

financial Assistance - Diversity initiatives  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Senate Committee

hB 740 (cross filed - sB  576) -

unemployment insurance - maximum

Benefit - increase  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 774 (cross filed - sB 456) - creation of a state

Debt - Baltimore city - garrett-Jacobs mansion  

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 921 (cross filed - sB 958) - construction

Permits - expiration Dates  

ACEC/MD Position – Hold

Status - Passed

hB 1070 (cross filed - sB 912) - labor and

employment - misclassification of

employees as independent contractors 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Withdrawn

hB 1168 - interior Designers - licensing 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Withdrawn

hB 1207 - income tax credit - flexible

Workweek  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

hB 1244 (cross filed - sB  603) - corporate

income tax - rate reduction and reform 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

hB 1249 (cross filed - sB 831) - maryland

Wage and hour law - Payment of overtime

- exemptions 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Died in Committee

hB 1287 (cross filed - sB 451) - labor and

employment - maryland Wage and hour

law - criminal Penalties

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1288 (cross filed - sB 452) - labor and

employment - maryland Wage and hour

law - Damages  

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1297 - Procurement - minority Business

enterprises – Prime contractors 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 1300 - state Procurement - small

Business Preference Program – expansion 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1409 - Public Work contracts -

Prevailing Wage - Application

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died In Committee

hB 1554 - linked Deposit Program - loans

to minority Business enterprises

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Passed

WorKPlAce:

sB 79 - health insurance - reform  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 123 (cross filed - hB 242) - unemployment

insurance Benefits - Determination Based on

severance or Dismissal Payments 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable House Report

sB 439 (cross filed - hB 440) - health insurance

- Prompt Pay - modifications and clarifications

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 576 (cross filed - hB 740) -

unemployment insurance - maximum

Benefit - increase

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 637 (cross filed - hB 674) - health

insurance - small group market

regulation - modifications

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 642 (cross filed - hB 1005) - Workers'

compensation - temporary total Disability

Benefits - credit 

ACEC/MD position – Support

Status - Died In Committee

sB 863 (cross filed - hB 899) - Workers'

compensation - Death Benefits for Partially

Dependent individuals - Payment

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 987 (cross filed - hB 1436) - Workers'

compensation commission - Authority -

employer compliance 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died on House Floor

hB 4 - small Business health insurance

stimulus Act  

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died on House Floor

hB 242 (cross filed - sB 123) -

unemployment insurance Benefits -

Determination Based on severance or

Dismissal Payments 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 697 - health insurance - small

employer health Benefit Plan Premium

subsidy Program - local funds 

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 899 (cross filed - sB 863) - Workers'

compensation - Death Benefits for Partially

Dependent individuals - Payment

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

hB 902 - maryland family and medical

leave Act

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1005 (cross filed - sB 642) - Workers'

compensation - temporary total Disability

Benefits – credit  

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died in Senate Committee

hB 1036 (cross filed - sB 520) - Workers'

compensation - temporary total Disability

- incarcerated employees   

ACEC/MD Position –  Support

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1253 - Workers' compensation -

Appeals – evidence 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1254 - Workers' compensation -

Jurisdiction Pending Appeal 

ACEC/MD position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1255 - Workers' compensation -

regulatory Power of commission -

forensic services

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1256 - Workers' compensation - Death

Benefits - Partially Dependent individuals  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

continued on page 9
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sign uP for

committee service –
DeADline eXtenDeD

to July 10th

Newly elected ACEC/MD President

Mike Myers (Rummel, Klepper & Kahl)

is in the process of staffing committees

for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009.

If you or an employee of your firm is

interested in serving on one of the many

committees helping to shape the busi-

ness environment in which your firm

operates in, please contact the

ACEC/MD office.

In order to maximize participation, the

deadline to sign up for committees has been

extended to July 10th.  Even if you served

on a committee during this fiscal year, you

must advise ACEC/MD of your continued

interest in serving on that committee.

Check the ACEC/MD website –

www.acecmd.org – for a complete list of

committees.
� � �

• A. morton thomAs & Associ-

Ates is pleased to announce that the

firm has advanced to #377 from its pre-

vious ranking at #460 in the

Engineering News Record (ENR) maga-

zine’s Top 500 Design Firms.

• greenhorne & o’mArA

announced that Asko Miljkovic,

LEEP AP, recently earned the Green

Building Certification Institute’s

(GBCI) Leadership in Energy and

Environmental Design (LEED)

Accredited Professional (AP) status.

• Kci technologies, inc. is

pleased to announce the following:

- George Perdikakis, Sr., has joined

the firm as director of marketing,

public policy and corporate com-

munications, and will lead the

firm’s national and international

marketing efforts.

- Senior Vice President Joseph J.

Siemek, P.E., has been promoted to

group manager of the firm’s newly

created Mid-Atlantic Utilities Group.

- Edward A. Croft has been promot-

ed to vice president, and will lead

the firm’s Public Utilities Division

in Laurel, MD and Sterling, VA.

- Scott Riddle has been promoted to

vice president, and will lead the

firm’s Public Utilities Division in

Sparks, MD.

- Roger Windschitl has been promoted

to vice president, overseeing the

firm’s Mid-Atlantic Natural

Resources Division and the group’s

expansion into the midwest.

- President Nathan J. Beil, P.E. has been

appointed to serve on the Board of the

Maryland Chamber of Commerce.

memBer neWs

� � �

hB 1436 (cross filed - sB 987) - Workers'

compensation commission - Authority -

employer compliance  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died on Senate Floor

hB 1526 - Workforce Development -

maryland Workforce corporation 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Passed

mechAnicAl / electricAl issues:

sB 24  - Public schools - state Aid for school

construction - Planning and Design costs  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

sB 243 (cross filed - hB 226) - state capital

Projects - high Performance Buildings -

green globe rating  

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died in Committee

sB 625 - maryland Building Performance

standards - energy conservation and efficiency   

ACEC/MD Position –  Monitor

Status - Passed

sB 686 (cross filed - hB 541) - high

Performance Buildings Act - Applicable to

community college capital Projects 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died on House Floor

hB 89  - hospitals - certificate of need and

rate-setting - high Performance Buildings 

ACEC/MD position – Monitor

Status - Withdrawn

hB 226 (cross filed - sB 243) - state capital

Projects - high Performance Buildings -

green globe rating

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 541 (cross filed - sB 686) - high

Performance Buildings Act - Applicable to

community college capital Projects 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Died on Senate Floor

hB 707 - maryland energy conservation

Building standards improvement Act   

ACEC/MD Position – Support

Status - Died on House Floor

hB 1163 - Procurement - capital

Procurements - life cycle Assessment 

ACEC/MD Position – Oppose

Status - Unfavorable Report

hB 1266 - high Performance Buildings and

energy Performance standards - exceptions

- repeal 

ACEC/MD Position – Monitor

Status - Withdrawn

For details on the aforementioned legis-

lation, go to the Maryland General Assembly

homepage http://mlis.state.md.us/; scroll

down to “Bill Information and Status”; and

type in the bill number.

� � �
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ProfessionAl DeveloPment
July 13-16 Green Infrastructure and Sustainable Communities: 

Opportunities in New Markets

Denver, CO.  Presented by ACEC and Colorado State University.  For more information go to www.acec.org or

call 202-347-7474.

July 14 Green Roofing for Design Professionals 

July 15 RRC Reviews and Update 

July 16-17 Professional Roof Consulting

Chicago, IL.  Courses presented by RCI, Inc.   For more information call 800-828-1902 or go to www.rci-

online.org.

July 21 Construction and Energy Workforce Solutions Forum

Baltimore, MD.  Jointly sponsored by GWIB’s Construction Industry Initiative and Energy Industry

Initiative Steering Committees.  For more information, contact breynolds@dlir.state.md.us.

July 23-24 A/E/C Project Management Bootcamp – Small Projects   (College Park, MD)

August 5 Tort Liability & Risk Management  Chicago, IL.

August 13-14 A/E/C Project Management Bootcamp Atlanta, GA




